CSHB 1775 Final Substitute

The goal of HB/CSHB1775 is to provide stronger accountability for ESD commissioners. Some argue that the mere fact that county commissioners appoint ESD commissioners provides plenty of oversight. Others disagree, and would like for there to be closer oversight by a commissioner’s court over emergency service district operations.
For counties with a population of 200,000 or more:
The county commissioner’s court decides which option of oversight they prefer for ESDs in their county.
OPTION A: The county commissioner’s court must review an ESD’s budget annually. The court may approve or deny the budget and the tax rate. If the court does not take action by the 31st day, the budget and tax rate are considered approved. 
OPTION B: The county commissioner’s court can abandon the appointments process for an ESD and instead opt for the ESD Board of commissioners to be elected to their positions.
Once the county commissioner’s court chooses option B, they cannot revert to option A. However, should they choose option A, they may switch to option B at any time.
***In a county affected by this bill (one with a population of 200,000 or more,) an ESD shall hold its elections with the county on a uniform election date at a county polling place.
